











315 Floto Street
Modesto, CA 95354
April 12, 2008

Mr. John Sims
Executive Director
930 15® Street
Modesto, CA 95356

Dear Mr. Sims:

Thank you for the funding provided for the Stanislaus County CARES Project. I was
fortunate to be a stipend recipient again this year. Previously, I have used money from
this project to cover educational expenses and purchase a laptop computer to use for
school assignments and class presentations.

I appreciate the work you and your staff do in order to secure funding for this project.
The stipend I received this year will be helpful as I graduate from CSU, Stanislaus and -

seek employment in the field of social work. 1 will continue to work closely with families
but in a capacity that may differ from that of a classroom,

Sincerely,

@W@W

Cynthia Barstad
Franklin Preschool Teacher




John Sims 4/1/08
Executive Director of the
Stanislaus County Children

And Families Commission @
930 15™ Street CEIVED

Modesto, CA 95356 </

Dear Mr. Sims,

I would like to thank you and tell you how much I appreciate the
money I received from CARES. This was the 7™ year that I participated in
this project. Not only is the financial aspect appreciated but also the
trainings, information, and help from the staff at the Stanislaus County
CARES Project.

It is often difficult to work full time and attend MJC for continuing
education. The money and the requirements from CARES help to motivate
me to further educate myself.

Thanks Again,
Ko Wadfpo
Lisa Wadlow

1913 Primotivo Ct,
Modesto, CA 95355



Dear Commissioners,

First of all I want to thank the Stanislaus County Children and Families Commission for
their support and funding for all current programs, especially the School Readiness
programs. Your support has allowed the School Readiness Programs of Stanislaus
County to have a positive impact on children and families in our communities. Hundreds
Thousands of children, and their families, have benefited from services offered by the
School Readiness Programs in Stanislaus County. Some of the services are: parenting
classes, referrals, Parent As Teachers (PAT) program, safety education, dental
screenings, summer Kinder Readiness Programs, immunization clinics and much more.
Most importantly, we have been able to engage the parents in getting involved!

Assessments, given by the CSUS Evaluation Team, show that Summer Kinder Readiness
Programs are having a positive impact on children and their future school success. Most
of the School Readiness Programs offer the Summer Kinder Readiness Programs to help
prepare incoming Kindergarten students for Kindergarten. These programs help prepare
children by teaching them their numbers, the alphabet, their name and many other
important skills the children will need to know when they attend Kindergarten. They get
a chance to be in the Kindergarten classroom, play on the Kindergarten playground and
learn the rules and routines they will need to follow in Kindergarten. These are valuable
programs that help lay the foundation for later school success. These are only a few of
the wonderful programs and services the School Readiness Programs of Stanislaus
County offer.

The School Readiness Programs fill a vital need in the communities they serve touching
families and children and having a positive impact on their lives. For many families
these School Readiness Programs have become a haven where they come to learn
parenting skills, to meet other parents, to learn how they can help their child learn in
school, where they can ask questions, get assistance, get referrals, make a connection fo
their child’s teacher so that language is no longer a barrier, get involved with their
community, get involved with their child’s school, get support and feel valued and
appreciated. Your support and your funding have allowed us to provide these services to
our families. I ask that you consider the approval of the expenditure of School Readiness
Cycle 1 Funding to enhance and strengthen our effort that allows us to continue to touch
the lives of these families and children.

Thank you for helping us to make a difference!
Sincerely,
Sandra D. Huntley

Keyes School Readiness Coordinator
Keyes School Readiness Programs




Keyes Union School District
5680 Seventh Street ® P. O. Box 310 @ Keyes, CA 95328
Phone (209) 669-2921 e Fax (209) 669-2923

Marianne Pictrzyk, Board President Bob Edwards, Board Member
Tony Aguilar, Board Vice-President Sandra Marchant, Board Member
Remona Rayburn, Board Clerk Karen Poppen, Superintendent

April 2, 2008

Mr. John Sims

Children and Families Commission of Stanislaus County
930 15" Street,

Modesto, CA 95354

Dear Mr. Sims:

My name is Karen Poppen, and I am the Superintendent of the Keyes Union School District. When [
began in Keyes on July 1, 2007, T was very excited to learn that Keyes has a School Readiness Program,
and I have worked closely with staff members Sandra Huntley and Maribel Urena. Iwant you to know
that I feel this program is making a huge difference for families in Keyes.

Keyes is a community of families that are predominately in the lower socio-economic strata. Many of our
students used to come to school not knowing their letters, numbers, colors, or even their full names. Our
kindergarten teachers had to first get the students ready to learn before they could begin teaching the
kindergarten curriculum. Thanks to School Readiness, this situation has changed for many of our
students.

Sandra and Maribel work with the families of preschoolers in this community to assure that they are
healthy and ready for school—socially, academically, and emotionally. They work closely with the
parents and give them the skills and tools they need to be sure that their children are building the solid
foundation they will need for school success. Their schedule of events each month touches all parts of
students’ lives—from car safety to healthy foods to parenting skills.

Kinder Camp is a good example of their efforts to prepare students for school. Incoming kindergarteners
are invited for 4 weeks of “kindergarten boot camp” during the summer before their kindergarten year.
Students learn what it is going to be like in kindergarten and develop the habits and skills they will need
to be successful. Kinder Camp is just one example of the fine programs provided by School Readiness,
but it could be even better and more students could come if the Cycle 1 funds were released.

I ask that you consider the approval of the expenditure of School Readiness Cycle 1 Funding to enhance
and strengthen our effort that allows us o continue to touch the lives of these families and children.

Sincerely,
v

Karen Poppen
District Superintendent

Keyes to Student Success: Family, Responsibility, Pride






